Press Release 
Small competitive fleet makes the most of “Christmas Winds”


A small but competitive fleet enjoyed some brisk but manageable winds for Antigua Yacht Clubs High Tide Series that was sailed for the 24th year. A final race constituted the resuscitation of another tradition, the “Curtain Bluff Race “. The High Tide Series was initiated by the late Jol Byerley, former Commodore and successful helmsman.

           Winner of Class A was the new J11SH that was recently acquired by Antigua Sailing Week winner Jonty Layfield which was the first series ever sailed by the boat.  Just one point behind was Pamala Baldwin’s J 122 “Liquid” with Poul Hoj Jensen at the helm. Taking third place was Richard Archer sailing a 1720 called Digicell Valiant which would have been a likely winner if it had not been for a break down on the third (two race) day.  

        In Class B, the renamed CS 40 now called Gypsy owned by Sir Hugh Bailey and helmed by Shawn Malone took all races by comfortable margins in spite of the pursuit of Sandy Mair’s “Cricket” and a much improved Steve Carson on the Humphries 22 called Calypso.

       The five races over three days were all in brisk winds although the final day had the edge on wind speed with over 20 knots. Race officer was Clare Leader who was particularly thanked at the prize giving for her efforts.
   
     The series was sponsored by Budget Marine, the Caribbean’s leading Chandlery with 13 locations in the region and three in Antigua at Jolly Harbour, English Harbour and Crabbs Peninsula.

Results:

Class A
1st.    Sleeper                 J 11SH         Jonty Layfield             8 pts
2nd.   Liquid                   J 122            Pamela Baldwin         9 pts
3rd.    Digicell Valliant   Cork 1720    Richard Archer         11 pts  .
4tth    Taz                       RP 38           Bernie Wong               12 pts    (from 3 races only)
5th.    Digicell Spirit       Cork 1720    Sailing Academy       22 pts
 
Class B
1st      Gypsy                  CS 40               Sir Hugh Bailey          4 pts. perfect score 5 bullets from 5
2nd     Cricket                First 35             Sandy Mair               9 pts
3rd.     Calypso              Humphries 22   Steve Carson/Julian Gildersleeve   10 pts.
Others -
Frolic                             Yawl                 Hans Lammers
Blue Peter                     J 30                  Tanner Jones
Full Monty                    Bavaria 42        Grahame Williams
Miss TangFog               Jeanneau 20    Robbie Ferron
India                             Beneteau 50    Charles
 
Race 5 – for the “Boxing Day Barrel”  This is a revival of an old lapsed AYC race – which will now become an annual fixture 
               trophy race known as the “Boxing Day Barrel Race”

2015 Overall winner – Gypsy
Runner up                  - Taz
                  
[bookmark: _GoBack]A small fleet but very close and competitive racing particularly in Class A enjoyed by all who took part.
 
Thanks to Budget Marine, to AYC and Nesie in the office,  to Clare Leader PRO  and her starting team, to Karl James and his mark layers, to Angie for Social Organisation,  and to Sandy Mair as event organiser. 




